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Speech Sounds: Phonemes & Graphemes
Words in every language are made up of speech sounds, usually referred to as phonemes
or phones. In the English language, these sounds are made up of individual letters or
combinations of letters (graphemes) and are listed below, with example words showing
how the combination might be used in certain words. You may discover a few other
combinations not included here, but most common ones have been considered. (numbers

are only for reference.)

Grapheme(s)

1) a

2) a,ar, al, au

3) a, 0, ach

4) a, ai, ay, ei, eigh, ey, ea

5) air, are, ear

6) a, au, aw, or, oor, ore, ough
augh, our, ar,

7) a, e ir, 0, u,ar er, or, ae
ure, re, ur, ier, our

8) b, bb, be

9 ¢k, ck, ch, g, ke,

10) ch, tch, t, c

11) d, dd, de

12) e, eq, ie

13) e, eq, ee, ae, ey, i, ie, y
hoe (hoe... uk only)

14) ear, eer, ere

15) 1, ff, ph, fe, gh

16) g, 99, gh

17) g, ], ge, dge, d

18) h, wh

19) i, e, u, y, ai

20) i, ie, igh, y, ye, ais, is
eigh

21D L UL, e

22) m, mm, mb, me

23) n, nn, kn, ne, gn

24) n, ng

25) u, o, 0o, ou

26) o, oa, ow, oe, ough

27) ou, ow, ough

28) oi, oy

29) oo, ew, ue, ui, o, wo, ou

30) oo, ou, u,

31) p, pp, pe
32) v, rr, wr, rh

Sound (in brackets) within the example words
(@)nt

ban(a)na, p(ant, h(abf, l(au) gh

sw(an, plo)nd, y(ach)t

pl(a)y, n(adl, prlay), b(ei) ge, (eigh)t, h(ey) brlea)k
f(air), st(are), b(ear)

c(@l, stau)ce, plaw), f(or), p(oor), s(ore), blough)t
claught, clount, wlarn

zebr(a), sudd(e)n, s(ir) li(o)n, disc(uw)s,
coll(ar), fath(er), doct(or), treas(ure), ti(re)
f(ur), sold(ier), an(ae)sthetic, fav(our)

(b)all, (b)u(bb)le, ba(be)

(Aat, (k)ick, ba(ck), (ch)rome, (q)ueen, ma(ke)
(ch)ips, wa(tch) (t)une, (Jello

(d) uck, pa(dd)le, ma(de)

r(e)d, br(ea)d, fr(ie)nd

b(e), fl(ea), b(ee), h(ae)mophilia, k(ey),
bik(Dn(, hipp(ie), lovel(y), diarr(hoe)a wkony
h(ear), st(eer), h(ere)

(Aun, sti(ff), tele(ph)one, sa(fe), roulgh)
(g)ive, (g)i(gg)le, (gh)ost

(g)iant, (j)am, bei(ge), he(dge), sol(d)ier
(h)ole, (wh)ole

p(n, pock(e)t, m(Dn(wte, rh(y)thm, barg(ailn
t(Dle, p(ie), s(igh)t, m(y), goodb(ye), (ais)le, (is)le
h(eigh)t

(Dick, Doy, ho(le)

su(m), su(mm)er, nu(mb), so(me)

thi(n), thi(nn)er, (kn)ee, no(ne), (gn)at
i(nk, thi(ng)

n(wt, l(o)ve, fl(oo)d, r(ou)gh

n(o)se, b(oa)t, b(ow), d(oe), d(ough)
c(owch, b(ow), b(ough)

c(odn, toy)

m(oo)n, fl(ew), gl(ue), j(ui)ce, pr(o)ve, t(wo)
b(oo)k, wlowld, f(wll,

(p)en, a(pp)le, po(pe)

(Nun, hu(rr)y, (wn)ite, (rh)yme




33) s, ss, se, ¢, ce (s)un, me(ss), hor(se), (c)ity, for(ce)

34) s, ss, sh, ti, ch (s)ugar, (sh)ape, sta(ti)on, (ch)ef

35) t, tt, te ma(t), ma(tt)er, ma(te)

36) th (th)ing

37) th fea(th)er

38 u, 0, ou (o)ther, r(wWn, r(ouwgh

39) v, ve, f (v)ase, mo(ve), o(f)

40) w, wh, u (w)ater, (wh)eel, g(wilt

41) x, xe, cks, cc fle(x), a(xe), che(cks), su(cc)ess

42) y (yellow

43) z, zz, ze, s, se (2)oo, da(zz)le, amal(ze), la(s)er, chee(se)
44) s, ge trea(s)ure, bei(ge)

45) u, ew, eau amb (u)lance, f(ew), b(eaw)ty

46) x e(x) amp[e (where “ex...” sounds like “egz...”)

Some words can be pronounced with regional variations in both the UK and
USA. For example, the “ge” combination of letters in the word “beige” can
be pronounced in a way that sounds like “” (as in jump), or “zh” (as in
measure). Some will pronounce the word exit as “egzit”, others as “eksit”.

It is generally accepted that the vowel sounds q, e, i, 0 and u, are made from
the combinations ae, ee, ie, oe and ue, with a letter in between, such as:

gate, fine, these, bone and tune

For the purposes of this book we have listed the letter combinations and sounds these
combinations of letters make when placed next to each other, which should help you
more easily recognise the possible sounds these combinations make when reading,
taking into account the context in which each word is used.

This list shows the main letter combinations making up all of the recognized speech
sounds from which you can make up every word in the English language.

You will notice that the same letter, or combination of letters, can be pronounced
differently, depending on the word. For example, consider how the letter ‘o’ is
pronounced differently in the words, ‘hop’, ‘love’, ‘prove’ and ‘nose’.

)



Commonly Confused Spellings

Homophone Horrors!
The most common spelling mistakes are often those words that sound the same
when spoken, but are spelled differently and have a different meaning entirely.
These are known as homophones, and of all the different homophones you will
come across, the most common spelling mistakes centre on the following

common words:

to, too and two
and
there, their and they’re

If ever there were words designed to drive your teacher mad, these are the ones! If

you can master the correct use of each word, you will make your teacher very happy!

Be%S‘Here are some examples of these words in use:
| am going to the fair.
| am going to the fair too.
The two boys went to the fair too.

* In the first sentence, “to” is followed by more words to show where the
person is going. It can therefore be thought of as a motion or destination word.
Consider also thirty miles to go.

¢ In the second sentence, “too” means....as well...or...also.

¢ In the last sentence, “two” means....2 (the number 2).
| live over there.
There is another house down the hill.
The Smith family are nice. That’s their house over there.
Their house is over there and they’re at home!

* In the first sentence, “there” is used to suggest a place or position.

* In the second sentence, “there” is used to suggest the existence of something.
* In the third sentence, “their” means belonging to or associated with the
people (in this case the Smith family) previously mentioned.

¢ In the fourth sentence, “they’re” is known as a contraction. It means they are,
with the apostrophe replacing the letter a in are and shortening the two words
to a single word (they’re). An apostrophe is often used like this when you are

writing something informal that someone is saying or has said in speech.
When reading and writing, if you are not sure how a word should be pronounced, or spelled, it
may help you to look at or think about the words that come before and after (the context in
which it is used).



More Common Homophones

Look at these common homophones and write a short phrase for
each one showing how they might be used:

no | can' t say no to apple pie!

know” | know wnen to say no.




Investigating Homographs & Heteronyms

Homographs are words that are spelled the same but have different
meanings (e.g. lie down...tell a lie). Heteronyms are a type of
homograph that are also spelled the same, but sound different (e.g. a
bow tie... the bow of a ship). Look at the list of words and determine
which words are homographs and which words are heteronymns (based
on the context phrase), and write more examples of your own.

too [ am too tired to play.
too [ do it that way too.

tear don t tear tne paper.

rear [ sned a tear.

bass [ cooked myself some bass.
bass [ played tne bass drum.
bar a vampire bat.

bar a baseball. bat.




Word Ladders - Fun With Words

Look at the word at the top of the ladder, and by adding, removing or replacing one
letter at a time, try and reach the bottom of the ladder, without repeating a word. We
have started the first ladder for you, and on the next page there are some blank ladders
for you to use with new starting words your teacher will give you.

one wo three

bone

cone

tone

ton

torn




More Word Ladders




Letter Strings & Words Within Words

Find as many other words within the words listed here, from consecutive letter
strings. We have given you an example and some more words to work with,
but think of more examples like your school name, your surname and anything
else to challenge yourself.

reacner snowering yourselr

rea

a

teach

each

ache

ner

nigntngale — imagination  information




More Letter Strings & Words Within Words

Who in your class has the surname from which you can make the most words?
Your teacher will give you some more words to work with.




Contractions

The following phrases can be shortened with the use of an apostrophe
to make a new single word that means the same. The apostrophe
replaces a letter or letters to make the shorter (contracted) word. Can
you work out which letter or letters the apostrophe would replace to
make the new word? Say the phrase out loud to give yourself clues, then
write an example showing how the contracted word might be used.
There is space for a few more examples your teacher may give you to
work with.

| am Im very happy

you are

sne is/has

we are

I would

you will

she will

he woula/nad

they would

cannot

are noc

were not

we have

they nhave




Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Aa a.. as in apple

@bcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

Can you think of an insect, beginning with “a”?



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Bb b... as in boy

a)cdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

big birthday
blue boat

be box

blacr bread

brown brotner

but

by

pecause

been

pefore

best

botn

buy

petter

bring

bavy

back

ball

pear

bed,

bell

bird

Can you think of an animal, beginning with “b”?



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Cc C.. as (n cat

ab(defghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

Something you wear on your head, beginning with “c”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Dd d.. as in dog

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

aown

did

do

aoes

aon t

aone

araw”

The opposite of up, beginning with “d”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Ee e.. as in eqq

abcd@fghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

ear

VEry

elgnr

eye

The opposite of enter, beginning with “e”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Ff f.. as in fatner

abcde(ghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

AR R EEREERR

fire

fisn

floor
flower

An animal that lives in a den, beginning with “f”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Gg g.. as in girl

abcdef@hijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz

go

ger

gooa,

qgive

going

qaveo

qoes

green

gor

grow.

You wear these on your hands, beginning with “g”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Hn h.. as in nat

abcdefgijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

netp

nouse

Something bees make, beginning with “h”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

li L. as n ice

abcdefgh(Djklmnopgrstuvwxyz

/

mn

3

(A

(c

into

(s

7

You scratch this, beginning with “i”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Jj e A5 N JUMP

abcdefghiQDklmnopgrstuvwxy:z

Jimp

just

Something you eat with ice cream, beginning with “j”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Ke k.. as in kettle

abcdefghij®Wlmnopgrstuvwxyz

Underline the correct spelling: crab or krab?



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

LU L.. as in little

abcdefghijk(Dmnopgrstuvwxyz

uttie

Loor

Like

let

uve

taugh

light

long

leg

Letter

Something you do to ice cream, beginning with “l”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Mm m... as in mother

abcdefghijkl@Mnopgrstuvwxyz

make

me

my

must

may

made

many

much

mysetr

man

men

mile.

money

morning

Something a cat might chase, beginning with “m”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Nn Nn.. as in nignt

abcdefghijklmMopgrstuvwxyz

not

new-

no

nest

The opposite of horrible, beginning with “n”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Oo 0.. as ln orange

abcdefghijklmn@pgrstuvwxyz

=S CEEEAE

A month of the year, beginning with “0”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Pp p.. as in pear

abcdefghijklmno@qrstuvwxyz

play

please

precty

Something you write with, beginning with “p”



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Qq q.. as n Queen

abcdefghijklmnop@rstuvwxyz

quICR

The opposite of noisy, beginning with “q”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Rr r.. as in red

abcdefghijklmnopg®stuvwxy:z

ropin

Trains run on these, beginning with “r”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Ss S....as in school

abcdefghijklmnopgqr®tuvwxyz

said SNow-

SEE

S0Ng
Saw” squirrel
say Stick

she street
SO sun
soon

some

Stop

s5ing

S

sleep

Seven

snall

Something you do in water, beginning with “s”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Tt t.. as in teacner

abcdefghijklmnopqgrs@®uvwxyz

the

taple

three

tng

tme

top

Loy

rree

owo
to
too
tnat
there
they
tnis
tare
thank
tnem
tnen
tnine
tell
tneir
tnese
tnose
ren
touay
togerner
oy

A hot drink, beginning with “t”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Uu U... ds in uncle

abcdefghijklmnopqgrst@vwxyz

up

under-

upon

us

use

Something to keep you dry when it rains, beginning with “u”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Vv V... as in victory

abcdefghijklmnopgrstulWwxy z

very

A colour of the rainbow, beginning with “v”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

Ww- W... as (n woman

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuv@Wxy z

we watch

wnere water-

want way

was wind

well WIndaow

went wood

You wear these on your feet, beginning with “w”.



Words are not listed alphabetically because new words will not be added alphabetically. They are listed according to the Dolch list sequence.

XX, Yy, Zz

abcdefghijklmnopgqgrstuvwXyQ

yellow

you

yes

your-

X=ray

200

An instrument, beginning with “x”.
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